FROM THE CLOSE OF THE MIDDLE AGES           Il6l

Dual Alliance had divided all the great Powers of the Continent
into two armed camps, and it was a current forecast that sooner
or later, and probably before very long, the burden of armed
peace would be so unendurable that one or other of the rival
leagues would seek to end it by the ordeal of combat.

The year 1904 was a time of important events that deeply
influenced the conditions of the coming conflict. In the Far
East there was war between Japan and Russia, and in the West
England and France ended their long rivalry in Africa by an
agreement that recognized Egypt and the Nile lands as the
sphere of influence for the former, and in return gave the same
recognition to French ambitions in Morocco. Thus began the
entente cordiale that was soon to ripen into an alliance.

As we have seen, both the opposing Powers in the Far East
had long been preparing for this war. The Siberian railway now
made it possible to concentrate a great Russian army with the
Manchurian branch railway as its immediate line of supply,
and a powerful fleet had assembled at Port Arthur with a
cruiser squadron at Vladivostok, Admiral Alexeieff, the Tsar's
Viceroy in the Far East, had an ill-informed contempt for the
Japanese. They had defeated wretched Chinese levies ten years
before, but he held that they could not stand up against a
European army, and that superior numbers would give the
Russian fleet the command of the sea. He adopted a deliberate
policy of provocation, and in the first week of February 1904
diplomatic relations were broken off.

As in the earlier war with China, the Japanese struck the
first blow without waiting for the formal declaration of war.
A squadron of torpedo craft made a surprise attack on the
Russian fleet, anchored outside Port Arthur, and temporarily
crippled it by seriously damaging four of its best ships. The
Japanese poured a huge army into Korea, crossed the Man-
churian frontier, and in a series of hard fought battles drove
the Russian main army northwards along the railway, and a
second army was landed in the Liao-Yang Peninsula to be-
siege Port Arthur. The Russian fleet, after repairing its damages,
made two attempts to put to sea, only to be driven back into